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“There is 
something very 
special about 
being an audience 
of one.” – REALTIME ARTS

Photos by Tarryn Gill 

PROXIMITY FESTIVAL 2014 PROGRAM ANNOUNCEMENT
WED 22 OCT – SUN 2 NOV  | CO-PRESENTED BY FREMANTLE ARTS CENTRE
CURATED BY SARAH ROWBOTTAM & KELLI MCCLUSKEY

Australia’s first one-on-one performance platform Proximity Festival is returning for its third year, taking over 
Fremantle Arts Centre from 22 October with an expanded program of intimate performances, public discussions, artist 
masterclasses and one very special opening celebration.

Bringing together artists from around Australia, the United States and the United Kingdom working across live art, 
theatre, dance and visual art, Proximity Festival holds fast to one very simple rule – one audience member and one 
performer alone in a space together.

Breathe air from different ages on Earth, cut loose in a 60 second twerk, climb rooftops in search of love, sit behind 
the wheel with a learner driver and discover what memory tastes like. Twelve separate performances take place 
simultaneously throughout the building and grounds in three programs. Audiences can experience a program of four or 
a marathon of all twelve performances in one night.

Prior to the Festival, artists will participate in the two-week Proximity LAB. Led by provocateurs Julie Vulcan and 
James Berlyn and Proximity curators Sarah Rowbottam and Kelli Mccluskey, the LAB is a space for experimentation, 
mentorship and skill sharing with artists from a broad range of artforms. 

For the first time, we will also be offering a chance for professional artists and tertiary students working across any 
artform to take part in the Proximity Masterclass – a weekend-long intensive workshop on Sat 11 & Sun 12 October with 
Julie Vulcan and James Berlyn about making small-scale participatory performance.

During the Festival, the Proximity Symposium on Saturday 25 October will bring together international and national 
thinkers and makers for a public discussion to pull apart the perception of participation and consider the future of one-
on-one performance in a global context.

Rounding out the public events is the Opening Celebration: Party For 1 on Sat 25 October, a free event that will 
transform the Fremantle Arts Centre grounds with bespoke performances, sweet tunes and hidden surprises.

proximity festival tickets
PERFORMANCES: 22 – 25 OCT & 29 – 2 NOV 2014 | SESSIONS: 6:15PM, 7:30PM, 8:45PM 
MASTERCLASS: 11 & 12 OCT | SYMPOSIUM: 25 OCT | 2 – 5PM | OPENING PARTY: 25 OCT | 6.30PM – LATE

$35 +BF Four Performance Program (1 hr)  
$85 +BF Marathon of 12 Performances (3 hrs, 45 mins incl intervals) 
Book online: fac.org.au or in Person at Fremantle Arts Centre – 1 Finnerty Street Fremantle 
Tickets on sale Monday 18 August. Marathon sessions are limited to 15 only across the season. 

This is an 18+ event. Please wear enclosed shoes. FAC is a heritage listed building with access limitations – please call 
before booking if you have access requirements.



program a
ANATOMY’S CONFECTION Cat Jones (NSW) 
A social surgery, a sculptor’s hand and a labour of love. Come with 
an open mind and leave with an intimate body of knowledge on the 
clitoris. 
Is this for me? A curious conversation about human flesh for the 
anatomically playful.

TWERKSHOP Caroline Garcia (NSW) 
A cultural lesson behind an ass-shaking phenomenon. Learn and 
explore the possibilities of dancing only with your pelvis. In the last 
60 seconds, prepare to twerk it. 
Is this for me? For those who don’t mind getting a little physical. No 
dance experience necessary.

THE QUEUE Toyi-Toyi Theatre (WA) 
A playful subversion of the citizenship test questioning our beauty 
rich and rare. Take part in a series of provocative questions that will 
test your ‘Australianness’ 
Is this for me? For those who want to challenge national identity 
within their personal limits.

LEARNER Ian Sinclair (WA) 
Attaining your license is a rite of passage in WA. Assume the role of 
teacher and put your skills and patience to the test as you engage in 
an impractical-practical lesson around the parking lot. Help Ian get 
from L to P. 
Is this for me? A joint effort tailor-made for all levels of driving 
experience. Zero blood alcohol required to teach.

program b
TETHERWEIGHT (FOR ADRIAN HOWELLS) James Berlyn (WA) 
If you could un-hinge yourself from the joy and suffering in your life, 
would you? You’re invited to step back and take a moment to weigh 
up your personal highs and lows. 
Is this for me? A gentle task that may come with heavy rewards.

THE FLORIOGRAPHER Alina Tang (WA) 
The language of flowers can be a powerful form of communication 
if you know their meaning. The Floriographer offers you a chance to 
reconsider who you would gift flowers to. 
Is this for me? A sensory experience in an immersive installation. 
Contains flowers and pollen.

LET’S MAKE LOVE Jen Jamieson (WA) 
Sorry to be unromantic but love isn’t a feeling. It’s one of the chemical 
effects of the hormone oxytocin, which is easy to make. Take my hand, 
let’s go on an adventure and see how much love we can muster. 
Is this for me? A roving experience that could take you to high 
places. Tailor-made for all fear levels.

PERSONAL TRAINER Tanya Lee (WA) 
It’s time to get physical. Your up-close and personal trainer will take 
‘working out’ to a whole new level of gym intimacy. We’ve got the 
outfit covered. 
Is this for me? A collaborative exercise looking at the pitfalls of gym 
culture and fitness fads.

program c
NATURAL SELECTION Loren Kronemyer (USA) 
Embedded in every living body there is a history of those that came 
before it. Using handmade prosthetics, let’s speed up evolution and 
see what survival of the fittest feels like for those species left behind. 
Is this for me? For those willing to experience the momentary loss 
of their evolutionary advantages.

DIFFERENT KINDS OF AIR, A PLANT’S DIARY Emily Parsons-Lord (NSW) 
Air permeates our bodies and connects us to the plants, the planet 
and each other. Come on a guided tour through the air of different 
ages and places, and see how it has changed the course of history.  
Is this for me? An insightful conversation about the natural world. 
You may want to take a deep breath. 

SOMEWHERE YOU’VE BEEN BEFORE Hallie Shellam (VIC) 
Do you know what memory tastes like? Part forensic interview, part 
dramatic re-enactment, help discover the fate of a missing person 
by remembering an event that never actually happened. 
Is this for me? A sensory experience for those with an appetite for 
making memories.

DANCE WITH ME Sylvia Rimat (UK) 
A surreal encounter with an unfamiliar guest. Let the voices guide 
your thoughts. You won’t be alone for long. 
Is this for me? For those who don’t mind dancing with the untamed.

 
 

media contacts
Proximity Festival Marketing Manager 
Thom Smyth | media@proximityfestival.com | 0416 002 560

Fremantle Arts Centre Communications Assistant 
Sam Leung | saml@fremantle.wa.gov.au | 08 9432 9565

Interviews with curators, artists and provocateurs available 
on request. Images available. 
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James Berlyn (WA) is an award-winning performer, maker and director based 

in Perth with over 25 years experience in dance, theatre, community arts and 

education. His work is often small-scale, intimate, and participatory, exploring 

the dynamics of task within the audience-performer relationship. Recent work 

includes: The Mikado, You Once Said Yes (Perth Festival), Tenebrae et Lux (Perth 

Festival), Variant (Sue Healey) and Elektra (Perth Festival). Recent original work 

includes Silent Drag Photo Booth of Berlyn (FOLA), Tawdry Heartburn’s Manic 

Cures (FOLA), Crash Course (PICA), and Dreamstore (Awesome Festival). He is 

the instigator and a co-founder of Proximity Festival, a founding co-director of 

Tracksuit, and a core artist with Performing Lines WA.

Caroline Garcia (NSW) is a Sydney-based artist who makes performance through 

dance and gesture. Her work explores the sampling of cultural traditions, 

translocations of ritual and the mediation of the body in space. She recently 

exhibited at Firstdraft, MCA Artbar, and her collaborative work was featured in 

the Kaldor Palour Project for 13 Rooms. Her video work Autotwerk was screened 

at the Australia Centre for the Moving Image, as part the Channels Festival 

biennial. Caroline is currently part of the 2014 PACT Ensemble, and is completing 

her Honours in BDes Photography and Situated Media / BA in International 

Studies at University of Technology Sydney.

Jen Jamieson (WA) is a Perth-based artist working across live-art, physical and 

durational performance and film. Her works are intimate and humorous, often 

blurring the line between the audience and artist. Jen created the booth (a 

video confession booth), and co-created shop till you drop: a 40-hour shopping 

crusade. She has created work for Visible City, Tiny Stadiums, Proximity Festival, 

Field Theory and PICA. Most recently Jen performed in I Think I Can (Perth 

Festival) by Martyn Coutts and Sam Routledge. She is a registered art therapist 

and obtained a MA (Art Therapy) from Edith Cowan University, a BA Hons (Media 

Studies/ International Studies) from Murdoch University.  

Cat Jones (NSW) is a Sydney-based interdisciplinary artist, writer and curator. 

Her work investigates concepts of anthropomorphism, human empathy, 

sexual politics, gender, and language. Cat has previously worked with Chicks 

on Speed, Experimenta, The League of Imaginary Scientists, pvi collective and 

Blast Theory.  She was the former Artistic Director of PACT Centre for Emerging 

Artists and co-director of Electrofringe. Cat was awarded a Creative Australia 

Fellowship enabling international residencies and the creation of new works 

presented at psi19, Proximity Festival 2013 and WIRED OPEN DAY 2014. She 

recently received a Synapse residency to work with leading neuroscientists 

from around Australia.

Loren Kronemyer (USA) is an international artist from Los Angeles, California. 

She uses scientific methodologies to create poetic, yet absurd interactions 

between individuals and the environment, investigating how the creative 

impulse marks and alters the living world. Recent shows include Life Drawing 

(UCLA Art|Sci Gallery); MYRIAD: Exploring Insect Communication (Free Range 

Gallery); Proximity Festival (Perth Institute of Contemporary Art) and the 

International Symposium of Electronic Art. Loren graduated from the San 

Francisco Art Institute with a BFA in New Genres. She relocated to Perth in 

2011 to work with SymbioticA and obtain a Masters of Biological Arts from the 

University of Western Australia.

Tanya Lee (WA) is a Perth-based artist working across visual art, performance 

and drawing. Her practice draws on everyday tasks to create humorous and 

often futile narratives that subvert the rules, protocols and politics of suburbia. 

Tanya recently exhibited her first solo show Personal Space at Fremantle Arts 

Centre. She has also exhibited nationally as part of various artist run initiatives 

including Art Proper Collective in Sydney. Tanya completed a BA and Masters 

(Fine Art) at Curtin University, which included a year at the École Nationale 

Supérieure d’Art de Dijon.

Emily Parsons-Lord (NSW) is an emerging visual artist from Sydney working 

across photography, performance, digital media and installation. Her practice 

explores plant biology, bioengineering and the possibilities of future ecologies.  

Emily is currently undertaking research at SymbioticA using weeds as the 

conceptual framework to explore notions of the postnatural. Her recent 

exhibitions include: Escapees, Stowaways, Trespassers, and Freeloaders 

(GalleryEight), Air Plants and Helium (ArtLaab), and Endangered (Saatchi and 

Saatchi Gallery). Emily graduated from the University of New South Wales with 

Honours in Digital Photography, and she holds a Masters in Peace and Conflict 

Studies from Sydney University. 

Sylvia Rimat (UK) Born in Germany and based in Bristol, Sylvia Rimat creates 

original solo performances with a touch of the surreal. Her work is characterised 

by playful audience interaction and strong visual aesthetics looking at 

consciousness, personal histories and the imagination. Sylvia’s work has been 

presented throughout theatres, galleries and public spaces in Europe, including 

the British Council Showcase at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, SPILL Festival 

(London), In Between Time (Bristol) and venues in Denmark, Poland, Germany 

and Spain. Sylvia is an In Between Time Associate Artist and a member of 

Residence in Bristol.

Hallie Shellam (VIC) is a Melbourne-based theatremaker, director, performer 

and dramaturg. She creates form-breaking performance work that investigates 

our relationships to space and the impact of ephemeral works in the information 

age. Hallie has worked with artists including POST, My Darling Patricia, Benedict 

Andrews, Willoh S. Weilland, and companies Malthouse Theatre, Melbourne 

Theatre Company, Sydney Theatre Company, Black Swan State Theatre Company, 

and Performance Space. She holds a Grad Dip Hons (Directing) from Victorian 

College of the Arts, a BDA (Acting) from National Institute of Dramatic Art and a 

BA (Theatre and Drama Studies) from Murdoch University.

Ian Sinclair (WA) is a Perth-based playwright, director and performance artist 

whose practice explores escapism, contemporary mythopoesis and ambient 

theatre. Ian is an Equity Award winner, completed the Watermill Centre 

residency and Stages WA’s Ground Floor Programs, and recently received the 

Australia Council Early Career Residency under Perth Theatre Company. His 

credits include Rabbithead, Hang, The Little Mermaid, Bird Boy, Adam and Eve, 

and The Bearskinner. His writing credits include Acts of Undressing for The Duck 

House, and Hachiko and Farm for Spare Parts Puppet Theatre. Ian holds a BA in 

Contemporary Performance (Hons) from Edith Cowan University.

Alina Tang (WA) is a Perth-based emerging artist working in printmaking, 

performance and installation to examine romantic love, intimacy, and 

relationships. She is co-director at Paper Mountain, one half of of Shiritori Press, 

and works as an artist assistant at Beau Est Mien. Her recent work includes 27 

Days of Pretend Love with Steven Finch (25under25), Blackout (Paper Mountain), 

Run Artist Run (Paper Mountain) and i will love you like crazy and more than 

anyone forever: part IV (Light Locker Art Space). Alina is currently completing a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts and Design at Curtin University.

Toyi-Toyi Theatre (WA) are dancer/choreographer Tarryn Runkel and performer/

writer Laura Hopwood. Their dance-theatre work is socially engaged and aims 

to catalyse authentic conversation. Toyi-Toyi Theatre’s work The Agony, the 

Ecstasy and I (The Blue Room Theatre) explored Chinese sweatshop labour. 

Currently in development, The Museum of Immigration is an investigation 

into the past, present and future of immigration in Australia in an immersive 

museum setting. Toyi-Toyi performed in Strut Dance’s Short Cuts and Paperland 

(The Blue Room Theatre) winner of the 2014 Fringe World Dance Award.
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1 Finnerty St Fremantle | fac.org.au  
7 days | 10am–5pm | +61 8 9432 9555

About Fremantle Arts Centre
One of Australia’s leading arts centres, FAC is housed within an iconic heritage building and beautiful 
grounds. Visit for free exhibitions, a shop selling the finest WA hand-made wares, an expansive live music 
program, special events, an idyllic cafe and free wifi. 

about the festival
Proximity Festival is the first platform in Australia dedicated to the creation and presentation of one-on-one intimate 
performances. Co-founded by James Berlyn, Sarah Rowbottam and Kelli Mccluskey in 2011, Proximity Festival provides 
critical peer support, encouraging artists from all disciplines to experiment with new modes of practice in the creation of 
participatory art. As a curated event, we aim to situate audiences in the middle of unique individual experiences, colliding 
artforms to encourage new ways to participate in and experience live performance. More info: www.proximityfestival.com  

Proximity Festival is co-presented by Fremantle Arts Centre. Co-founded by James Berlyn, Sarah Rowbottam and Kelli Mccluskey.

This project has been assisted by the Australian Government through 
the Australia Council for the Arts, its arts funding and advisory body.Fremantle Arts Centre is supported by the State Government through the Department of Culture and the Arts


